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M
aisha Design (named after 
the Swahili word for life) 
is a London-based design 
practice specialising in 
bespoke interior and spatial 

design. Our aim is to create timeless interiors 
that are both functional and beautiful. 
Projects include private apartments and 
houses in London and the South of france 
and a hotel in Knightsbridge and offices in 
One More London and Shad Thames.

With our design studio based in Shad 
Thames, just 25 metres from Tower Bridge, 
we’ve watched the brand new Berkeley 
Homes’ One Tower Bridge development rise 
up over the past couple of years with great 
interest.

Traditionally a quirky area of London 
dominated by warehouse conversions and 
tourist attractions whose primary local 
residents are city professionals, the addition 
of a luxury new-build that has attracted 
significant international interest adds an 
intriguing new dimension to the area in 
both its look and demographic - so naturally 

we were very excited when an overseas 
investor with a number of units in the 
development contacted us!

The brief was straightforward, to furnish 
each unit to cater for the high-end 
residential letting market on a relatively 

A Towering 
Achievement!
Almas Shamsee is the founder and creative director at Maisha 
Design. Originally trained as an economist, and after almost ten 
years working in the financial services industry including five years 
at Goldman Sachs, Almas decided to pursue her passion for interior 
design. Having formalised her training at the prestigious Chelsea 
College of Art and Design, Almas formed Maisha Design in 2008.

Almas Shamsee
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furniture was carefully selected to suit the compact bedrooms
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limited budget and short lead-time, as 
the investor had tenants already lined up to 
move in.

Unlike the majority of our residential projects 
where we go back to brick and design every 
element of the space, it was an interesting 
experience to work in spaces that had 
already been pre-specified and completed 
to a large extent, and therefore with only 
limited opportunity for us to make changes.

The specification is already to a high 
standard so our job was purely on the 
decorative and furnishing side, specifying 
furniture, wall finishes, rugs, artwork and 
lighting.  

The concept was to create a hotel feel 
with enough character to be interesting 
but neutral enough to appeal to a broad 
variety of potential tenants. When selecting 
finishes a key consideration was durability 
and as a result we opted for contract fabrics 
on the larger pieces of furniture such as 
headboards.

We saved the luxury of specifying better 
quality delicate fabrics for cushions and 
throws which are relatively easier and 
cheaper to replace at the end of a tenancy. 
in terms of colours, we kept the larger 
pieces of furniture neutral so that the 
space can be kept contemporary by adding 
pops of current trend colours with the soft 
furnishings and artwork.

in the living area, we selected dark grey 
sofas in a durable fabric. However, to 
soften the room, we made cushions from 
a beautiful ochre fabric from romo which 
perfectly contrasted the dark grey and 
dictated the colour scheme for the room. We 
found some lovely ochre glass tealights The apartment’s hallway is unusually wide
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and vases just by coincidence in a local 
homewares shop to finish off the look!

Similarly, in one of the bedrooms, we 
selected a lovely cushion fabric from 
Harlequin that had accents of teal and taupe 
and finished the look with an art print by 
Gregory Lang with accents of the same 
colours.

With this particular building the hallway 
within the apartment is unusually wide yet 
the bedrooms are pretty compact, so when 
it came to ordering bedroom furniture we 

had to be very creative with the space, and 
order items which looked right but were 
actually smaller in size than items we would 
usually order for a private residential client, 
whose bedrooms would generally be much 
larger in proportion.

Window dressings were another important 
element of the design and naturally tie in 
with the design. All the windows in the 
development come with electric blackout 
roller blinds as standard. However, the 
properties we were working on were in 
the first block to be completed, Chatsworth 

House, which runs along Tower Bridge road 
leading up to the bridge.

So, the need for really nice sheer curtains 
was important not only for privacy, but 
also to create a calming barrier between 
the rooms and the busy road with passing 
traffic just a few metres from the windows.  
Despite its busy location noise levels from 
outside could not be heard, so well insulated 
windows have definitely been installed! 
Dress curtains were used to finish each 
window. 

fabric from Harlequin adds accents of teal and taupe
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installation was a tricky operation to say 
the least! The development is located on 
the corner of Tooley Street and Tower Bridge 
road, two very busy roads.

furthermore, with the majority of the 
development still under construction, with 
workmen and their vehicles all around, the 
limited access is dominated by construction 
traffic. Deliveries had to be made through a 
small private entrance directly in front of the 
block and because it is such a small road, all 
had to be pre-booked with the Concierge. 

Additionally, the development has a strict 
policy for all delivery men to sign in and get 
security passes. So getting all our furniture 
in was a bigger operational task than 
specifying and ordering it!  fortunately all 
the common areas were protected by thick 
absorbent blankets to withstand any knocks 
or scratches.

Despite these obstacles we managed to 
get the initial units completed on time and 
under budget. The investor is very happy 
with how the apartments look and his 
tenants are making arrangements to move 
in. We are now expecting to start installation 
on more units for the same investor, in other 
blocks of the development that are due to 
be completed over the next year.

Sheer curtains were added for privacy
Dark grey sofas were softened with 

ochre cushions from romo 


